ABSTRACT
Fungus-growing ants of the tribe Attini are important model systems in studies on behavioral ecology, coevolution, mutualism, parasitism and biogeography (Currie et al. 2003; Munkacsi et al. 2004; Mikheyev et al. 2007) . Attine ants are a predominantly Neotropical group with few successful extensions into the Nearctic ecozone (Weber 1972) . Species of Cyphomyrmex, Atta texana (Buckley) and particularly Trachymyrmex septentrionalis (McCook) are the northernmost distributed of all attine ants (Weber 1972) . Northeastern (NE) Mexico (states of Coahuila, Nuevo León, San Luis Potosí, and Tamaulipas) includes the distribution limits of several attines; this region, and particularly the state of Tamaulipas encompasses the contact of the Nearctic and Neotropical realms. The attines of NE Mexico are poorly known. Along the Gulf of Mexico coastal plain, the northernmost colonies of the Mexican leaf-cutting ant, Atta mexicana (Smith) (Rabeling et al. 2007 ). The present paper includes distribution records and habitat observations for attine species, some of which were not expected to occur or are not frequently reported in NE Mexico.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
With the exception of some specimens of Cyphomyrmex rimosus Spinola from Matamoros caught with pitfall traps, all specimens were collected by hand by the author during directed searches for workers. Descriptions used for identification are listed with each species. Records are reported by state (uppercase) and municipality (municipio); more specific localities are mentioned when pertinent. Voucher specimens are deposited at the Entomological Collection of Universidad Autónoma Agraria Antonio Narro, (UAAAN), Saltillo, Coahuila, Mexico. Specimens of taxa marked with an asterisk (*) have been deposited at the Bohart Museum of Entomology, University of California at Davis (UCDC). (Lattke 1997) .
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Atta texana (Buckley) (*). COAHUILA: Municipio of Jiménez, town of Jiménez. 22.IX.2006. 29°03'04"N, 100°40'11"W, 240 masl. Municipio of Múzquiz, town of Múzquiz, Sabinas River. 5.VII.2008. 27°58'09", W 101°34'53", 490 masl. At Jiménez town, the Texas leaf-cutting ant was collected within 200 m from the Rio Grande (Rio Bravo) river, and also 15 km to the south, down the river. In both sites A. texana lives on the deeper soil flats ("vegas") along the river, in woods and clearings with pecans [(Carya illinoinensis (Wangenh.) K. Koch)], walnut (Juglans sp.), and huisache, (Acacia farnesiana (L.) Willd.). Mature colonies form nest mounds 5-10 m in diameter. At Múzquiz, A. texana was in a riparian forest of baldcypress (Taxodium cf. mucronatum Ten.), willow (Salix nigra Marshall) and sycamore (Platanus sp.). The Múzquiz locality is near the southwestern distribution limit for A. texana. There are few reports of this ant in Mexico, and no recent records of the reported populations of A. texana along the Gulf of Mexico, in the states of Tamaulipas, Veracruz, and Tabasco (Smith 1963 and gallery forest of sycamores (Platanus sp.), walnut (Juglans sp.) and bald cypress (T. mucronatum), on intermittent creeks running into the La Silla river. This park has been engulfed by the metropolitan area of Monterrey since at least 20 years ago. An aggregation of nest entrances of Mycocepurus colonies were in the gallery forest, on the flat surface of sandy banks along shallow dry creeks. Workers were observed at 5:00 PM on 10.VII.2006 at 30 m from the dry creek, foraging in the forest litter. Workers of C. rimosus were present also. On 28.XII.2006, foraging was observed at 13:00 h, after night temperatures of 5-10°C; the species apparently does not become inactive in winter here, as the attine Trachymyrmex septentrionalis does further north (Weber 1972) . Local Mycocepurus appears to be mainly riparian, foraging in the same areas (moist microhabitats) as the ponerine ants Pachycondyla villosa (F.) and Odontomachus cf. (Vázquez-Bolaños 2007) . The report herein is the northernmost for the species; it is in the Nearctic ecozone at almost the same latitude of Brownsville, Texas, and in the Rio Grande Basin as well. This locality is apparently the most xeric (annual average precipitation 551 mm) and temperate (SAGARPA 2002) known for Mycocepurus in most of its range. Ants of the genera Mycetosoritis and Mycocepurus are small, cryptic, and infrequently collected (Mackay 1998 
